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British transplant
puts down Cary roots

Downtown shop fits
lifestyle of antique
lover, her family

BY VICKIE JEAN DEHAMER
STAFF WRITER

Many of Gillian Zonruiter's new cus-
tomers stop in to see what happened to
the old “Wivi and Me Bar and Grille”
on West Chatham Street in Cary. They
stay to admire her new furniture store,

“They seemed especially pleased
when we told them that we were turn-
ing the place into an antique shop,”
she said of when she opened Streets of
London in October.

The sleek, curvy bar is still there.
But there's nomore tipsy singerson the
little karaoke stage. Just a few somber
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dressers, credenzas and side tables.

“The pipes were still full of beer
and soda syrup,” she said. “Luckily,
we could see through the state of all
that.” Then, two weeks after buying
the building, Zonruiter found out she
was expecting a baby.

“I was heavily pregnant at the time,”
she remembered. She said transform-
ing a bar into a showroom was gruel-
ing work — removing an old beer-
soaked carpet and painting the
expansive black ceiling a fresh white.
But it was worth every backache,

These days you'll likely find her walk-
ing amongst the stately furniture she
imports from England with daughter
Lilliana, now 4 months old, in a sling
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At her Cary shop, Streets of London, Gillian Zonruiter sells
antique furniture that she imports from England. She worked on
a cruise ship with her husband before settling in North Carolina.







